
reetings! I hope this newest newsletter finds 

you doing well. We are just getting into 

March and have hopes that the weather will 

start changing to be warmer soon. It has been a 

tough winter with fluctuating warm and bitterly cold 

periods with continuing moisture through the winter 

so far. The weather has made it difficult to do much 

out in the fields and made it hard to get feed trucks 

into muddy, sloppy yards and cow lots. I won’t 

complain about getting moisture, but I know I am 

ready to have some better conditions to work in!

  

I do want to thank our feed customers for their 

understanding through this feed season. Our Kellogg 

and Hackney locations have had record years for 

feed volumes and the employees have been working 

long hours and fighting the conditions to make sure 

our customers have feed. In fact, Valley Coop has 

been running the feedmill 24 hours a day for a good 

part of the season to keep up with the feed demand. 

There have been some setbacks, such as major 

motor breakdowns at the mill and a series of truck 

breakdowns and issues these last few months.  The 

coop board of directors have been very proactive in 

addressing the feed business and how to help 

delivery logistics and efficiencies. In January, the 

board moved to create a relationship with a truck 

dealer and purchased 2, 2015 Peterbilts, in order to 

have more reliable trucks in the fleet. We now have 

a good set of primary trucks to haul with as well as 

backup trucks on hand in the case of a breakdown 

and needed maintenance. Because of the specialized 

paddle trailers that we use, each truck must be set 

up with a specialized 2 stage wet-kit in order to 

operate the trailers. Having backup trucks with these 

capabilities will help the coop in keeping feed 

deliveries moving to the customers. The board will 

also be re-visiting the plan to increase feed making 

capacity as the coop’s feed business continues to 

surge upward. Our goal will be to continue in 

providing a superior feed product at good prices and 

meet our customer’s delivery expectations.  

There have been some changes in the agronomy 

department this winter as relating to personnel. The 

Agronomy Manager recently resigned his position in 

order to take a new opportunity in his career. I wish 

him well and hope he does good things in his new 

endeavor. Agronomy orders will now take place at 

the location level, as we have done in the past. David 

Abel will continue to give agronomic advice and 

consulting services in order to support the agronomy 

business at our locations. The agronomy business 

will be another item that the board will take up in 

discussion to ensure the coop has a good business 

plan to offer this support service to our patrons in 

the best way possible. The agronomy business has 

been tough for many business and coops in the last 

few years, as depressed commodity prices have 

made agronomy decisions more difficult for the 

farmer because of financial pressure.  

Low commodity prices and challenging foreign trade 

continues to be the problematic issue facing 

agriculture. Last month, I had the opportunity to visit 

with our U.S. Senators and Representatives about 

the issues facing farmers and ranchers in our area. 

All of the congressional delegation gave us a good 

amount of time to listen to us and give us feedback 

on what is happening. Trade was a pivotal 

conversation that we had, speaking about both the 

replacement of NAFTA, which is called the United 

States, Mexico, Canada Agreement (USMCA), and of 

trade and tariffs between the U.S. and China. The 

Kansas delegation was optimistic that the USMCA 

would be passed and put in place in the near future. 

Trade talks with China still seemed a time off in 

being resolved, and our Representatives and 

Senators asked for feedback on how this conflict is 

effecting our coop members. In order for trade to be  
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more balanced and fair for the United States, our 

congressional members asked that we hang in there, 

as conditions will be far more beneficial for 

agriculture, if we do not give in to China’s trade 

demands and insist on better trade practices 

between the two countries. I also was able to note 

how the government shutdown effected our 

members and what impacts it had on our 

communities.  

March 31st will be the end of Valley Coop’s fiscal 

year, and as we close out our books, I wanted to 

thank our patrons for their loyal business. Your loyal 

business as patrons of the coop make it possible to 

for Valley Coop to provide needed inputs and 

support services to the area’s farmers and ranchers. 

The Valley Coop Annual Meeting has been set for 

May 28th, at Baden Square in Winfield. Be on the 

lookout for the meeting announcement and 

information on how to RSVP for the meeting.  

James Jirak, General Manager 

 Valley Coop to Sponsor Area Youth 

to Attend Leadership Camp 

Valley Coop will be selecting one area youth to 

participate in the inaugural Cooperative Leadership 

Camp this summer. Applications are open to 

incoming High School Juniors and Seniors of the 

2019-20 school year. Applicants must be children of 

current Valley Coop stock-holding members or 

children of Valley Coop Employees. Applications are 

due by April 15, 2019 to the Main Valley Coop Office 

in Winfield or by email to james@vcoop.com. The 

leadership camp is put on by the Kansas Cooperative 

Council and will be held July 8-10, 2019 at Rock 

Springs 4-H Center near Junction City, KS. 

Applications will be made available soon and can be 

obtained through our website at www.vcoop.com, at 

one of the Valley Coop locations or at the main 

office at 811 Mill Street in Winfield.  

                                                                                                                                               

 

 

The Hackney Branch has been busy with feed the 

last couple months. My crew has been working 

hard to keep everything running smooth. Our 

main feedmill operator, Jeff Crosswhite, went in 

on the 13th of February to have an operation on 

his neck and will be out for approximately 6 

weeks. His wife has reported that everything 

went well, and he is slowly getting back to 

normal, so let’s keep him in our prayers.  

It’s also time to get your wheat acres top dressed. 

If there is anything we can help with just come in 

and let us know. We have plenty of liquid 

fertilizer on hand and our machines are ready. 

Hope you have a safe winter.  

The Hackney Crew:  Lee, Jimmy, Jeff, Jacob, Judy, 

Derald, Jarrod, Joseph, Kohlter and Chris 

 

I’m sure at this point I can speak for everybody when I say 

I’m ready for winter to be over with.  It has been a while 

since we have had a winter this wet.  It sure makes it hard 

to get stuff done.  Seems like soon as it starts to dry out, 

we get another storm moving in.   But at least we won’t 

have to worry about pond water for now. 

With all the wet weather it sure has slowed down the 

fertilizing, but we have plenty of fertilizer on hand and all 

the spreaders are serviced and ready to go. 

I would like to give a big thank you to all the feed 

customers out there for being patient with us the last 

couple months. Kellogg has had problems with the feed 

mill and trucks but still have managed to keep us in 

feed.  They have been working lots of long hours just to 

try and keep up. 

 

Thank you for your Patronage, 

Nick, Todd and Kayci

mailto:james@vcoop.com
http://www.vcoop.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are cold and wet, and we are ready for Spring.  We have been trying to get some fertilizing 
done while the ground is frozen in the mornings.  If you are on the list, be patient, we will get to 
you. 
 
While you are out stomping around in the mud, stop in and talk to us about your crop production 
needs this spring.  We have a few options for burndowns and pre-emerge applications that might 
work well in your programs. 
 
We are pleased to announce the addition of a very much needed co-worker.  Stop by and 
welcome Paul Tedder to the Atlanta crew. 
 
As always the coffee is on.  (And we still have a few peanuts left, too.) 
 
The Atlanta Crew, 
Darren, Jimmy, Andy, Paul, Paul and Terri 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU HEARD THIS ONE? 
 

Farmer Evans was driving his John Deere tractor along the road with a 

trailer load of fertilizer.  Tim a little boy of eight was playing in his yard 

when he saw the farmer and asked, “What've you got in your trailer?” 

 

“Manure,” Farmer Evans replied.  

 

“What are you going to do with it?'” asked Tim.  

 

“Put it on my strawberries,” answered the farmer.  

 

Tim replied, “You ought to come and eat with us, we put ice-cream on our strawberries.” 

 
 

 

Greetings from the 

North 



2019 HERBICIDE PROGRAMS 
Recommendations are based on general observations and may not be best for your farm. 
Additionally, prices may fluctuate throughout the growing season. If you would like to discuss 
these or alternative weed control options, please contact Valley Coop Agronomist, David Abel, by 
phone at (620) 218-4427 or by email at david@vcoop.com. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PRODUCT RATE (OZ/AC) COST ($/AC) PRODUCT RATE (OZ/AC) COST ($/AC)

ROUNDUP POWERMAX** 32 5.20$                ROUNDUP POWERMAX** 32 5.20$                

SALVO 16 3.61$                SALVO 16 3.61$                

AMMONIUM SULFATE 40 0.81$                OLYMPUS 70WDG 0.9 14.25$             

LIBERATE 4.8 1.78$                LIBERATE 4.8 1.78$                

APPLICATION 6.00$                AMMONIUM SULFATE 40 0.81$                

APPLICATION 6.00$                

FINESSE CEREAL & FALLOW 0.3 4.07$                

SWORD 10 2.97$                OLYMPUS 70WDG 0.9 14.25$             

28% UAN 1280 14.46$             SWORD 10 2.97$                

APPLICATION 6.00$                28% UAN 1280 14.46$             

APPLICATION 6.00$                

SUBTOTAL: 44.90$             SUBTOTAL: 69.34$             

GROWER REBATE: GROWER REBATE:

TOTAL: 44.90$             TOTAL: 69.34$             
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PRODUCT RATE (OZ/AC) COST ($/AC) PRODUCT RATE (OZ/AC) COST ($/AC)

RIFLE 12 4.63$            RIFLE 12 4.63$            

ROUNDUP POWERMAX** 32 5.20$            ROUNDUP POWERMAX** 32 5.20$            

ATRAZINE 4L 32 3.13$            ATRAZINE 4L 32 3.13$            

AMMONIUM SULFATE 40 0.81$            AMMONIUM SULFATE 40 0.81$            

APPLICATION 6.00$            APPLICATION 6.00$            

BICEP II MAGNUM FC 64 16.55$          BICEP II MAGNUM FC 64 16.55$          

EXPLORER 5 5.18$            EXPLORER 5 5.18$            

RIFLE 12 4.63$            PARA-SHOT 3.0 32 5.70$            

ROUNDUP POWERMAX** 32 5.20$            LIBERATE 4.8 1.78$            

AMMONIUM SULFATE 40 0.81$            APPLICATION 6.00$            

LIBERATE 4.8 1.78$            

APPLICATION 6.00$            

SUBTOTAL: 59.92$          SUBTOTAL: 54.98$          

GROWER REBATE: GROWER REBATE:

TOTAL: 59.92$          TOTAL: 54.98$          
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We are in full swing of the feed season. This has been extremely difficult this year here at 
the Kellogg location. We have had a great amount of break downs and most at the same 
time. Several times we have been trying to make our deliveries with only 1 truck on the 
road at a time. Then we had the unfortunate rollover accident that has put a semi out of 
service since the 27th of December. Thankfully we are expecting to get the trailer back in 
operation the 1st of March. Also the board added a couple semi tractors to the fleet. The 
feedmill also had 5 major breakdowns this winter. I am really proud of our staff for 
stepping up and working a lot of extra days and hours to try to take care of our valuable 
customers. I greatly appreciate your patience when we have been later on deliveries than 
we planned. We are still striving to take care of all of our customers. 
 
Spring is just around the corner and we have started top dressing brome and wheat. Let 
us know what we can do for you on your fertilizer and spraying needs. 
 
We are excited for the changes happening at our location for the elevator side of things. 
We are getting a new 20,000 bu/hr outside leg and conveyor system and a one stop pit. 
Construction has begun and should be completed before wheat harvest. This will greatly 
increase our capacity since previously we were at 8,000 bu/hr. 
 
Thank you for all your business, 
Terril and the whole Kellogg crew. 

PRODUCT RATE (OZ/AC) COST ($/AC) PRODUCT RATE (OZ/AC) COST ($/AC)

METRIBUZIN 5 6.59$                METRIBUZIN 5 6.59$                

RIFLE 12 4.63$                RIFLE 12 4.63$                

ROUNDUP POWERMAX** 32 5.20$                ROUNDUP POWERMAX** 32 5.20$                

AMMONIUM SULFATE 40 0.81$                AMMONIUM SULFATE 40 0.81$                

APPLICATION 6.00$                APPLICATION 6.00$                

BROADAXE XC (2019 terms) 28 20.36$             FIERCE 3 18.22$             

PARA-SHOT 3.0 32 5.70$                PARA-SHOT 3.0 32 5.70$                

LIBERATE 4.8 1.78$                LIBERATE 4.8 1.78$                

APPLICATION 6.00$                APPLICATION 6.00$                

PREFIX 32 11.42$             WARRANT (1 -7 cubes) 48 11.91$             

ROUNDUP POWERMAX** 32 5.20$                ROUNDUP POWERMAX** 32 5.20$                

LIBERATE 4.8 1.78$                LIBERATE 4.8 1.78$                

AMMONIUM SULFATE 40 0.81$                AMMONIUM SULFATE 40 0.81$                

APPLICATION 6.00$                APPLICATION 6.00$                

SUBTOTAL: 82.28$             SUBTOTAL: 80.63$             

GROWER REBATE: 4.00$                GROWER REBATE: 4.00$                

TOTAL: 78.28$             TOTAL: 76.63$             
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       Impossibly Easy Cheeseburger Pie 
                                          Recipe Submitted by Audree Gottlob 

 

1 lb lean ground beef    1/2 cup original Bisquick mix 

1 large onion, chopped (1 cup)   1 cup milk 

1/2 teaspoon salt     2 eggs 

1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese (4 oz) 

 

Heat oven to 400 degrees F.  Spray 9-inch glass pie plate with cooking spray.  In 

10-inch skillet, cook beef and onion over medium heat 8 to 10 minutes, stirring 

occasionally, until beef is brown; drain.  Stir in salt.  Spread in pie plate.  Sprinkle 

with cheese.  In a small bowl, stir remaining ingredients with fork or wire whisk 

until blended.  Pour into pie plate.  Bake about 25 minutes or until knife inserted in 

center comes out clean. 

 

Optional garnishments:  chopped pickles, tomatoes, and/or shredded lettuce 

 


